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1.0 Introduction 

Background and Site Overview 

1.1 Crest Nicholson has retained SLR Consulting Ltd (SLR) to prepare a School Travel Plan 

(STP) for a two-form entry (2FE) primary school. This will form part of the proposed 

development of Land North East of Harpenden between Lower Luton Road, Bower Heath 

Lane and Common Lane. 

1.2 The applicant seeks outline planning consent with all matters reserved except for access, for 

the following: 

“Outline Application for demolition of existing buildings and structures and construction of a 
mixed-use development comprising residential dwellings (including affordable housing), 
children’s home, elderly extra care facility, local centre (flexible retail/ health/ community 
use), sports pitches and associated building, green infrastructure and landscaping works (to 
include public open space and community growing space); primary school with early years 
provision, vehicular and active travel infrastructure (including pedestrian and cycle access) 
and diversion of Bower Heath Lane; drainage works; and related infrastructure. All matters 
reserved save for access from Lower Luton Road.” 

1.3 Supporting parameter plans are provided at Appendix A along with an illustrative 

masterplan that shows how the development could come forward.  

1.4 St Albans City and District Council is preparing a new emerging draft Local Plan. The NE 

Harpenden area has been allocated for development within the Regulation 19 draft St Albans 

District and City Council Local Plan 2041. The application site forms part of this allocation. 

1.5 The emerging new Local Plan includes the Site within the North East Harpenden Broad 

Location B2 allocation for: 

• A comprehensive mixed-use development; 

• Residential (circa 750 homes, plus Extra Care provision); 

• 2 Form Entry Primary School (inc. Early Years); 

• Local Centre; 

• On-site sports provision; 

• Other green infrastructure; and 

• Improvements to transport infrastructure, including links to Katherine Warrington 
Secondary School. 

1.6 The Local Planning Authority is St Albans City & District Council (SADC) and the Local 

Highways Authority is Hertfordshire County Council (HCC). 

1.7 The application is seeking outline permission with all matters reserved except for access. 

The outline permission seeks to secure permission for the principle of the on-site primary 

school. The details of the school will come forward in a future reserved matters application. 
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School Operation 

1.8 The 2FE primary school is proposed to be built as a facility to meet the primary education 

needs of the local community of the proposed development. The school will also provide for 

nursery aged students. 

1.9 For the purposes of this STP, it is expected that the 2FE primary school will have 420 pupils 

(i.e., 30 pupils per class, 2 classes per year and 7 years in total including the reception year). 

The school is expected to employ up to 67 full-time equivalent members of staff.  

1.10 The exact operational details of the school are yet to be confirmed, but it is envisaged that 

the standard school day will commence by 09:00 and finish between 15:00-16:00 hours.  

Wrap around care will be provided by the offer of a breakfast club available for early arrivals. 

After school clubs will also run from the end of the school day to approximately 18:00. The 

pre-school and post-school clubs will stagger the arrival and departure profile of pupils. 

1.11 The school is likely to offer service to both new residents and existing residents of 

Harpenden. 

Aims of the Travel Plan 

1.12 The aim of this STP is to put in place the management tools that are necessary to enable 

teachers, administration staff, parents, and schoolchildren to make informed decisions about 

their travel to the school. This will in effect minimise the adverse impacts of their travel 

to/from the school on the environment. The aim is achieved by setting out a strategy for 

eliminating the barriers of sustainable transport.  

1.13 The site will benefit from good access by road, bus, cycle and on foot. Given its location 

there will be a significant proportion of schoolchildren and teachers who could take 

advantage of the access to public transport, and will be encouraged and supported to do so, 

as well as the opportunity to cycle and walk to the school.  

1.14 It is important that the proposals are developed in a sustainable manner. As such, emphasis 

will be put on active mode travel to and from the school site.  

1.15 Sustainable transport in this case is the favouring of multi-occupancy and active methods of 

travel in a hierarchy of modes that prioritises walking, scooting and cycling first, followed by 

public transport, then car sharing, and then single household cars. 

Scope 

1.16 This STP will form the basis upon which the School’s Sustainable Transport Strategy is 

developed and implemented. A full STP will be submitted at the Reserved Matters stage. 

1.17 This document is a standalone document and contains all the information required to 

implement and monitor the STP.  

1.18 The remainder of this document is structured as follows: 

• Section 2: Baseline Transport Conditions; 
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• Section 3: School Travel Plan Objectives and Targets; 

• Section 4: School Travel Plan Strategy; 

• Section 5: Measures and Initiatives; 

• Section 6: Monitoring and Review; 

• Section 7: Action Plan; and 

• Section 8: Summary. 


